Queensland Government

Cabinet – March 2016
Underground coal gasification activity in Queensland 
Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural Resources and Mines
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Skills and Training
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Since 2009, underground coal gasification (UCG) pilot trial projects have been undertaken to demonstrate the technical, commercial and environmental viability of the technology, including the management of environmental impacts.  
2. The UCG trial projects have been conducted on a limited scale only. 
3. A legislative moratorium will be introduced on all activities relating to mineral (f) under the Mineral Resources Act 1989 (that is, UCG and in situ oil shale gasification) activity in Queensland. 
4. Cabinet endorsed a policy statement to prohibit all underground coal gasification (UCG) (and in situ oil shale gasification) activity in Queensland except for decommissioning and rehabilitation activities of the UCG trial projects.
5. Attachments
· Policy Statement
